
 
 
STUDY GUIDE        April 2, 2023 
 

  Message Series:    Plot Twist 
Message Title:     Ruthless Revision 
Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 

 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min). 
How has your hairstyle changed over the years?   

Pray: 

Dear Lord, we acknowledge that You are worthy of all our love and devotion because You are our 
Creator, Sustainer, and Provider. We admit that we don’t always give You the honor and praise 
that You deserve, but Lord we want to do that right now. Help us to center our hearts and minds on 
You and to hear Your voice. We want to learn everything that You want to teach us and to be 
changed by Your Spirit that lives within us. Thank You that that is Your desire for us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen. 

 Get Started: (20 min.) 

• What is your reaction to the following quote: “For revolution to last, it must revere the 
sacred symbols of the past, all the while ruthlessly revising them.” ~ Jürgen Moltmann 
 

• When you think of communion, do you think of it as a tradition or ritual OR do you think of it 
as a time of reflection and gratitude? Or both? 
 

• What was your first memory or experience with communion?  

 “‘This is my body, [Jesus] said, broken for you. This bread no longer stands for what you once did or even 
what God once did, it now stands for what I - the Son of God - the perfect unblemished Lamb - am about to 
do...what I have resolved to do...for you.’ As if that wasn’t enough, He takes the wine and makes the most 
incredible, boldest revision with the most remarkable words in the Bible …two words that will redefine the 
entire Bible, the entire Jewish people, the entire world, the entire history of mankind and ought to redefine 
your life and my life. Two simple words: ‘This cup is the new covenant between God and His people - an 
agreement confirmed with my blood, which is poured out as a sacrifice for you.’ New Covenant.” - Pastor 
Brian Hughes 

Read Luke 22:14-20. 

• What is your understanding of a covenant?  
 

• What is the significance of Jesus’ words “new covenant" to you? 

“But where the old covenant had required a sacrifice from you, the new covenant will be a sacrifice for you. 
Where the old covenant had to be repeated and renewed, the new covenant will be once and for all. Where 
the old covenant was with a single group of people, this new covenant will be for all people. means life for 
me instead of death. The broken body and blood of Jesus washes our sin away in the eyes of God.  His 
brokenness makes us whole.” – Pastor Brian Hughes 

Read Ezekiel 36:26–27 and Hebrews 10:1–4, 11–18. 

• What do you think it means to have God’s laws within your heart and written on your mind? 
How might that impact your thoughts and actions? 

 
 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.1%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2010.11%E2%80%9318


 
 

Watch and Discuss Video (running time 10 minutes, 15 minute discussion) 

In the follow-up video, Pastor Brian talked about the following four components of communion: 

1. Remembering Jesus’ commitment to us 
2. Reflecting on His sacrifice for us 
3. Remorsefulness for my sins (examine myself) 
4. Resurrection of life because of the forgiveness of sins 

 
• Out of these 4 components, which would you say you tend to gravitate towards? Which 

would you need to be more intentional about incorporating into this sacred experience? 

Read 1 Cor 11:23-29. 

• What does it mean to “examine yourself”?  

Reflect and Commit: (20 min.) 

“Where the old covenant said, ‘this is what God did,’ The new covenant says, ‘this is what God still does.” 
Where the old covenant said, “God loved Moses and his family” the new covenant says, “God so loved the 
whole world.” Where the old covenant required the blood of A lamb, the new covenant required the blood of 
THE lamb.  The spotless, perfect, unblemished, incomparable, incomprehensible Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sins of the world by once and for all paying the price I could never pay with a sacrifice I could never 
make. This is God’s promise. And while you and I don’t always or often keep ours, through Jesus Christ, 
God kept His. God’s promise still stands. The blood of the ultimate Passover lamb on my life means life for 
me instead of death. The broken Body and blood of Jesus washes our sin away in the eyes of God. His 
brokenness makes us whole.” – Pastor Brian Hughes  

Read Isaiah 53:5, John 3:16, 1 Peter 2:24. 

 
• What does the new covenant and Jesus’ death on the cross mean to you personally? 

• How have you experienced wholeness instead of brokenness and life instead of death? 
Share a specific example. 

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.)   
 
Communion: Share communion together as a group and then sing a familiar worship song.  
(Group leaders will need to prepare for this.) 

Pray: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You that Your promise still stands, life instead of death. The 
broken body and blood of Jesus washes our sin away. His brokenness makes us whole. Lord, help 
us to understand that communion isn’t just about the past anymore, but about this moment - a 
moment when You are still at work, renewing, remaking, and restoring us. May we revere this 
sacred symbol and live more fully as a result of Your profound love and sacrifice. We pray all of 
this in the powerful name of Jesus, Amen. 

 


