
 
 

 
STUDY GUIDE        February 19, 2023 
 

  Message Series:      Dangerous Prayers 
Message Title:     Speak to Me 
Teaching Pastor:  Bryan Pope 

 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min).  
 
What’s the most dangerous situation you’ve ever been in? 

Pray: Dear Lord, we invite You into our time together. We are so grateful that You are real, 
approachable, and personal to us. We ask that Your Holy Spirit guide our conversation and that it 
be pleasing to You in every way. We pray that we would look to You for the truth and that we 
would test everything against Your Word. Thank You in advance for how You are going to answer 
this prayer and for all that You are going to do in and through us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

Get Started: (30 min.) 

• Do you feel like you are able to hear from God? Or do you feel like hearing from God is 
something that you haven’t experienced, and you’d like to know more about it? If you 
answered yes, share an example of how you’ve heard from Him in the past. 

“Often, we want to hear from God so he can answer our request, our list, and there is nothing 
wrong with sending your request to God, you should. But there is a key word in Samuel's prayer 
here - listening. And here is the thing, you cannot listen if you are talking, it is not possible for you 
to do both with God at the same time. Prayer is a conversation between us and God and what we 
have to decide if God’s voice is the most important voice in this conversation, not ours, so we have 
to be prepared to listen.” - Pastor Bryan Pope 

Read 1 Samuel 3:1-10. 

• What are some of your observations from this story of Samuel and what can we learn about 
hearing from God? 

 Read Psalm 46:10 and Jeremiah 29:13. 

• According to these verses, what is our part or role in hearing from God? 
 

• How can you tell the difference between your own thoughts and ideas and something God 
may be telling you?  

“If we are prepared to listen, we have put ourselves in a posture of hearing and ready to receive 
instruction from God then we need to be ready to act…See you can't ask God to speak if you are 
not prepared to act and do what it is he is telling you to do. Because what he asks you to do will 
have a cost associated with it. Search the Bible and you will not find a time when God challenged 
somebody with a task or mission that was easy, or it didn’t move them from comfort into 
challenges because what we do as followers of Jesus should not lead us to a life of comfort. 
Following Jesus with everything we are, should be dangerous.  If you aren't prepared to act on 
what God says you have to be careful praying this prayer.” - Pastor Bryan Pope 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A13&version=NIV


 

 

Read 1 Samuel 15:22. 

• How would you summarize what this verse says about obedience? 

Watch and Discuss Video (running time 12 minutes, 20 minute discussion) 

Pastor Bryan and Pastor Beth talked about “practicing the presence of God” and said that a good 
first step is just “creating space” for Him.  

• Think for a minute about this idea of “creating space” for God - where and how do you or 
could you make space for Him (spiritual practices)  in your everyday life?  

Pastor Bryan shared this, “It’s much more important to cultivate the quiet, inward space of a constant 
listening than to always be approaching God for specific direction.” - Dallas Willard  

• If your group is brave enough, spend 5 minutes just sitting quietly and listening for God. 
After the 5 minutes are up, talk about your experience - did you sense God’s presence or 
was it just weird? (If it was weird, don’t be concerned. As Pastor Beth pointed out, it’s 
something that becomes more comfortable with practice, so just challenge yourself to try 
again.)  

Reflect and Commit: (15 min.) 

“You have asked God to speak, prepared yourself to listen, and are ready to act. But there is 
another step, because once you start to move in the direction God is sending you, you will need to 
be determined to follow through.” -Pastor Bryan Pope 

Read Ephesians 2:10 and Galatians 6:9.  

• What do these verses say about doing good? Why is this important?  

Read Zechariah 4:6 and 2 Corinthians 12:9.  

• According to scripture, what enables us to follow through on what God instructs us to do? 

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.) 

Pray: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you that You have made it clear in Your Word that we can 
actually hear from You, the Creator of the universe but also the God Who is near. Thank You that 
You have given us Your Word, Your Spirit, and Your Son to make this possible. So Lord, we are 
praying a dangerous prayer - speak to us, Your servant is listening. Give us the willingness to obey 
by the power of Your Holy Spirit. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2015%3A22&version=NIV

