
 
 

 
STUDY GUIDE        January 8, 2023 
 

  Message Series:      A Better Way 
Message Title:     To Relate to God 
Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 

 
 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: (10 min)  Share a time when either you have been a scapegoat for 
something or someone OR someone else took the blame for something you did. 

Pray:  Dear Lord, we are in awe of You and love You. We are so grateful to have the opportunity to 
connect with each other and are eager to hear what You want to teach us right now. Give us 
humility, discernment, and a willingness to follow You when You nudge our spirit. Thank You that 
You are a good and loving Father, making known the paths of life, helping us to be all You have 
called us to be, individually and as a community of believers. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

Get Started: (20 min.) 

• What is the first thing that comes to mind when you think about church?  
 

• Share about your church background. Where did you go to church throughout your life? 
How was the experience? If you’ve already shared this information with your small group 
previously, then share a highlight from your church experience? 

“When we think ‘church’ we think buildings and ceremony and worship style and coffee. We think about butts 
in seats for an hour on a Sunday. We think programs - like kids and students.  We think about an address 
where our map app can recognize and navigate.  Jesus didn’t think any of those things.  No, this church that 
Jesus founded was what he called the Ecclesia and it was a movement, not a location. It was fluid, not fixed. 
It was dynamic instead of dull. Focused, not fractured.  Which led to the church being united behind its single 
charge and the one who had the authority to give it.” - Pastor Brian Hughes 

Watch and Discuss Video (running time 14:30 min. - 20 min. discussion) 
 
Read Matthew 28:18-20. 
 
“Jesus is speaking parting words here.  And instead of using them to challenge his friends to 
protect each other or prepare for hard times or hide from the coming persecution, he does the 
opposite - Go help others become my followers too. In fact, make them in every nation. The entire 
world. The name of Jesus proclaimed in every corner, in every language, in every era.” 
         - Pastor Brian Hughes 

Pastor Brian shared Rick Warren’s concentric circles diagram and offered a brief explanation about 
each circle.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

• Where would you place yourself currently on this diagram? Explain. 
 

• What actions could you take or activities could you pursue, to move to the next level? If you 
are at the commissioned level, then talk about how this is played out in your life? 

Reflect and Commit: (20 min.) 

“Let’s make sure we don’t miss this - because one leads to the other.  When people who are pursuing God, 
trying to draw closer to God, know God better, follow him more closely and become more like Jesus do life 
with other people who are pursuing God, trying to draw closer to God, know God better, follow Him more 
closely and become more like Jesus and when those people share the common goal of hoping and praying 
and believing that God will help others also come to know Him - when people like that come together, the 
result is ‘Day after day, the Lord added to their number…’ “- Pastor Brian Hughes 

Read Mark 16:15-16, John 20:19-22. 

• Looking at these verses, how would you summarize what Jesus wants us to do in terms of 
reaching out to others? 
 

• In what ways have you acted on these instructions? Is there anything you sense God 
prompting you to do beyond what you are currently doing? 

• Our church name is Passion Community Church.  We ought to live out that name with 
passion. What about our church, our ekklesia, increases passion within you? 

“The church that Jesus had in mind was … a movement. A vibrant, life-giving, soul-filling, world altering, 
magnetic, kinetic, living expression of God’s love and care for the pinnacle of his creation:  people.  More 
specifically - ALL people.  Which is why Jesus charged his followers to one end:  Go get 'em.  From next 
door to the next continent.  Do whatever it takes.  Sacrifice whatever is necessary.  Because for Jesus, 
church was never a place.” - Pastor Brian Hughes 

Gather prayer requests and pray. (5-10 min.) 
 
Pray:  
Dear Heavenly Father, Your ways are higher than our ways, Your thoughts are higher than our 
thoughts. Expand our vision for the church so that we can more effectively be Your disciples in our 
communities and beyond. We pray that our desires align with Yours so that we live in such a way 
that our passion is elevated, and You add to our number daily those who are being saved. 
Increase our commitment to each other and to our common cause to go and make disciples of 
every nation. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 


