
 
 
 
STUDY GUIDE        August 7, 2022 
 

Message Series:   On the Water 
  Message Title:     Walk on Water 

Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 

 

 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

Share a story about a memorable boating experience. 
 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, You are the creator of all things, the author of our lives and a loving Father.  We thank 
you for your faithful presence in our lives, and the privilege to study Your Word together. We ask 
that you would stir our souls and make Yourself known in our midst. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Get Started: 

 
Compare & contrast Matthew 14:22-33 & Mark 6:45-52.  

• What thoughts, comments, insights, questions, etc… do you have regarding these two 
accounts? 
 

• How are you doing when it comes to "going up on the Mountain to pray"? How and when 
can you take the time to do so and how can we help each other with this? 

“Following Jesus leads to a life filled with the adventure of miracle, but it requires courage.  That’s 
why, when the disciples saw the figure on the water and were terrified, Jesus’ first words to them 
were “Take courage”  TAKE courage.  Courage is not some kind of talent that a few people are 
born with, it’s an offer.  It’s Jesus, standing before you in the safety of your boat, extending his 
hand, but you have to take it.  Courage:  yours for the...taking.  You can’t live the best, most 
fulfilling, most rewarding, most accomplished version of your life without courage.  But courage is 
more than an attitude, it is always an action.  Courage does not reside in the refuge of the raft.  It is 
seized in the uncertainty of a single step.” -Pastor Brian Hughes  
 
Read Joshua 1:9, Isaiah 41:10 and 1 Chronicles 28:20. 
  

• What assurance does the Lord give His people through these verses? 
 
Watch and Discuss Video: (Follow up videos paused for the summer) 
 
Reflect and Commit: 
 
“I believe that many of us have been sitting in a boat.  You know God wants you to do something 
that is bigger than you, but here you are surrounded by safety.   You’ve been asking God 
questions about what he can do, but you’ve  forgotten who He is, and if you know who He is, you 
already know what He can do.  So forget the voices of doubt.  Set aside the calculations that 
you’ve made about the probability of success.  Stop listening to well meaning people who want you 
to think rationally and reasonably.  Throw away your past attempts to develop water walking 
techniques on your own.    You can’t build your way there.  You can’t think your way there.  You 
can’t invent your way there.  You’ve got to take courage by the hand and in the middle of the storm 
with the boat people screaming “no, don’t do it!” but you say yes!  Set your feet on the sea, the I 
am has got you.  Come on, y'all.  Let’s walk on water!”  -Pastor Brian Hughes  
 
 



 
 

 

 
Read Psalm 77:13-20.  

• What "impossible" thing are you dealing with right now? How is God meeting you in the 
midst of the "impossible"? 
 

• What "risk" is God asking you to take? How can you get out of the boat? What "risk" is God 
calling us to take as a community? How can we get out of the boat? 

 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, we want to be the kind of people who have courage to step out of the boat in faith. 
Teach us to hear Your voice and respond with trust, strength and obedience.  As we focus on You 
instead of our seemingly impossible life challenges and obstacles, You help us to develop a 
deeper trust in You. You are the great I AM, who is mighty to save and all that we need. It’s in the 
name of Jesus that we pray. Amen.  

 


