
 
 
 
STUDY GUIDE        May 29, 2022 
 

Message Series:   Oh Brother 
  Message Title:     Active Faith 

Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 
 
 

 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
What would the title of your autobiography be? 
 
Pray: 

Dear Lord Jesus, You are worthy of our attention and adoration. We pause now asking You to help 
settle our minds so that distractions melt away. Transform us. Renew a steadfast spirit within us so 
that we can live more in Your likeness. Teach us how to have an active faith. In Jesus' Name, 
Amen. 

Get Started: 
 
“When you and I choose our personal preference or comfort over the voice of God, we are creating 
a contradiction- an oxymoron- in our soul. And it generates a conflict within us. Followers of Jesus 
- we must always, always, always follow Jesus with our actions. And it’s easy when God calls us to 
do something we like, something comfortable, something with a small cost. That’s not hard. No, 
real faith comes at the intersection of sacrifice and personal preference.” - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 

• Share a time when there was conflict within you for following Jesus. How did it turn out?  

 
Read Matthew 7:21-29.  
 

• Why would someone who says, “Lord, Lord” not enter the kingdom of heaven? What does 
verse 21 teach about salvation? What does verse 22 show us about both belief and 
works?   

 
• What is the will of the Father? How can we “do” it? What does putting the Word of God into 

practice look like in verse 26?   

 
Read James 1:22-25. 
 

• How does this further clarify the relationship between belief and works?  

 
Watch and Discuss Video: (approx. 15 minutes) 
 

• What's your current hierarchy of the way things are ordered in importance in your life?  

 
“The question, then, for those of us who claim to believe in Jesus, is where is the evidence…the 
fruit…the action. James would say that your lifestyle, your choices, your actions, your works and 
words and choices and sacrifices - all of it should point to one thing: Your claim of faith in Jesus 
Christ. James would say that your faith should be evident by the contribution you make to the 
world, and to the people in it and the people around you. Not just your family.” - Pastor Brian 
Hughes 
 

 



 

 

Read Galatians 5:13-24.  
 

• Take 1-2 minutes of silence to do some self inventory to examine the fruit of the Spirit 
evident in your life (or possibly lack thereof if pertinent).   

 
• Do you feel like your faith is evident to the world? In what ways is there fruit or action in 

your life? If not, what is holding you back? 

 
Reflect and Commit:   
 
“Don’t stay where you are. Come on the journey with us, where faith is not a word, but a 
movement! So let’s mean it- let these not just be words but inspiration for our souls to actually 
move- because our faith is not a concept, it's a world changing, life altering reality!”- Pastor Brian 
Hughes 
 

• Are you part of a small group that is thinking of entering the PCC Do Good Challenge? Talk 
it through and brainstorm ideas together if you haven't decided. There are plenty of ideas 
online.   
https://pccwired.net/event/summer-do-good-challenge/ 

 
Read 1 John 3:16-24. 
 

• What is at least one new way this week that you can further demonstrate that your faith is 
alive and real, putting action to your words?  

 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, We trust that You are at work in our lives, helping us to put actions behind our faith. 
When we do this our faith opens the door for Your hand to move in our lives. Make us ready to live, 
eager to do Your will, honoring You in all we say and do. We pray all this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


