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Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

• What’s your favorite thing you have had a free trial of or got to try before you bought it?  

 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, help us to be fully present as we study together and prepare our hearts for 
Easter.  There is nothing more important than making sure our hearts are aligned with Yours. You 
offer us a life of freedom. Even though we may still have questions, help us to hold to Your 
teaching and be open and willing to gain a better understanding of what it means to have faith in 
Jesus. It’s in his name we pray, Amen. 
  
Get Started: 
“God isn’t interested in offering us a free trial. He wants to offer us freedom. Freedom from worry 
about what troubles and hardships tomorrow will bring. Freedom from the tyranny of our past 
mistakes and sins. Freedom from the overwhelming sense of hopelessness the state of our world 
can push on us. Freedom from always wondering if we will be alright. And one day, freedom from 
all pain and suffering for eternity. All of this and so much more are available to you and to me if 
we’ll live our everyday lives like we believe it.” -Pastor Elijah Schiarelli 
 
Read John 8:31-8:36.  
 

• Considering Pastor Elijah’s words, do you view the freedom discussed in this passage any 
differently than you previously had? What is the condition for being set free by the truth? 
What qualifies people as Jesus’ disciples? 

 
• What is the flip side of what Jesus said in John 8:31? Is that what Jesus points out in John 

8:34?  

 
Read Romans 6:19-23. 
 

• What is the consequence of being enslaved to sin? How do we get free from sin so that our 
lives lead to holiness? 

 
Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 10 minutes) 
 
“When it comes to what we believe about God - who He is and how He works in our lives - we 
cannot approach it the same way we do with the things we buy like tv subscriptions or cars or 
mattresses. We have to transform the way we think about this. God doesn’t want a half-hearted, 
maybe/maybe not approach to our belief in Him. He wants our “all-in, hold nothing back, no matter 
what” trust on the front end because that’s the only way we’re actually going to live like we believe 
it! The Try, then Buy mentality is built on a, “what can this do for me?” premise, but that’s not what 
a relationship with God is about. It’s about having the confidence that the God of the universe is in 
fact who He says He is and that His promises are true no matter what comes our way.” -Pastor 
Elijah Schiarelli 
 

 

 



 
 
 
Read Romans 12:1-2. (If time, read full chapter) 
 

• What does it mean to be conformed to this world? Why should we not be like the world? 
Name a few key issues where the world’s way of doing things is very different from God’s 
way. In what area does the world try to press Christians into its mold? What is the solution 
so that we won’t be conformed to the world? 

 
• How can we renew our minds? What does it mean to prove what the will of God is? 

 
• What does it mean to present our bodies as living sacrifices? How is this worshiping God?  

 
• What stood out the most to you in the “Love in Action” part of Romans 12:9-21? 

 
Reflect and Commit:   

 
“Living like we believe in Jesus isn’t simply something we say and then it is so. It’s a choice… So if 
you want to be OK with God, live like you believe it. Make the commitment to reject the pattern of 
this world - the try, then buy mentality. Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, offering your 
everyday life in complete dedication to Jesus. Experience the joy of living your fullest life possible.” 
-Pastor Elijah Schiarelli 
 
Read Ephesians 4:20-24.  
 

• When we came to new life in Christ, what are the three transforming steps that we should 
see take place in every Christian’s life? Explain how you personally have seen these steps 
of God’s grace in your own life. 
 

• Does “lay aside the old self” describe what a person does once and for all when he 
becomes a Christian or something that happens regularly? What is the new self? How does 
becoming in the ‘likeness of God’ reflect the phrase ‘made in the image of God’ in Genesis? 
What step or area of Christian growth have you most struggled with? Explain. 

 
Read James 1:22-25. 

 
• Why is it not enough just to hear the Word? Why is it important to put it into practice? 

 
Pray: 
Dear Father, You’ve revealed Your truths to us and we know the truth will set us free. Help us to 
put off our old ways and reflect upon Your sacrifice and be made new. We desire for Your power 
and love to move in us, in such a way that our faith comes alive, and we are transformed. When 
we live like we truly believe in You, we bring You glory, and honor and we will be blessed in what 
we do. We pray all this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 


