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  Message Title:     Forgiveness 

Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 
 
 
 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
 

• Have you ever been rescued from danger? If so, share about it.  
 

Pray: 
Dear Lord, thank you for the opportunity to meet. Direct our thoughts and help us to understand 
fully what it means to forgive. We are sinners and all fall short and are in need of forgiveness. Help 
us to release any hurt and learn to love as Jesus loves. It’s in His name we pray. Amen. 
 

Get Started: 
 

• Would you say that “people walk on eggshells” or that “you have a thick skin” when you 
receive critique? What would your response be if someone told you “People walk on 
eggshells” around you?” 

 
“Jesus reinstated Peter while the roosters were still crowing. He looked him right in the eye, just 
like he did from the cross after Peter’s failure and he said, 'You thought I was through with you, I 
forgive you and I restore you and I still love you and I’ll even use that failure to do great things.’ 
From that moment on, the rooster’s crow no longer represented Peter’s guilt, but God’s 
forgiveness and grace.  It was not a sound of horror but one of healing. Jesus chose that particular 
place and that particular time because Peter needed a reconditioning of the reflexes and Jesus 
knew just how to do it.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 

• Do you have a “rooster crowing” moment which triggers a reminder of your offense? What 
would it take for you to be “re-conditioned” so that reminder, that rooster, is gone for good? 

 
Read Colossians 1:13-14 and 1 John 1:9-10.  
 

• How do these Scriptures affect your perspective on forgiveness? 

 

 
Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 13 minutes) 
 
“Forgiveness is not giving up control, it is releasing oppression.” -Pastor Brian Hughes  
 

• How easy or difficult is it for you to forgive? Why do you think that is?  
 

• Have you ever seen pride kill forgiveness? In contrast, how have you seen how power and 
peace are unleashed through forgiveness? 

 
Read Matthew 18:21-35.  
 

• What is most impactful about this passage?  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Jesus relates each of the following components to each other:  
Judgment  
Condemnation 

Forgiveness 

Generosity  

 
• In Luke 6:37- 38, what is the relationship between our judging/forgiveness of others and the 

judgment, condemnation, forgiveness, or generosity we ourselves will receive from God?  
 

Reflect and Commit: 
 
“For too long, too many of us have had a spirit of unforgiveness that we’ve just carried around 
against some member of our family or some group in our family or some former friend. Remorse 
would be nice. Hearing your offender say “I’m sorry” would be welcome. But you don’t have to wait 
for an apology or for that person to ‘make it right.’ Just reach deep inside yourself and say, ‘I 
forgive.  I release both the offender and the offense.’ Like Jesus did that day so long ago, freeing 
his friend Peter, you can forgive your offender. In fact, if we’re going to live better lives, freer lives, 
we have to learn to do this - and you can. And when you do, you get a double win, unlocking the 
forgiveness of God and freeing you and the people around you. Forgiveness - the one thing you 
can’t get if you don’t give. So let’s be lavish with it, like God, who went to extraordinary lengths so 
we could have…forgiveness.” -Pastor Brian Hughes   
 
Read Matthew 6:12-15.  
 

• How is forgiving others inextricably tied into our relationship with God?  
 

• Is there an offense that you have not been able to forgive? Talk about a circumstance or 
relationship that could use the power of forgiveness. 
 

• Find peace this week by extending forgiveness to a person or situation. How do you 
forgive? 3 Strategies: 1) Say out loud, “I forgive you.” 2) Write a letter.  3) See a counselor. 
Does any one of the choices seem feasible? Lean into your small group for support. 

 
Pray: 
Father, Thank you for your gift of forgiveness. We know You’ve rescued us from darkness. Help us 
extend forgiveness to those around us because You’ve forgiven the worst in us.  Your desire is 
that none of us should perish but have eternal life with You. Unleash Your power and goodness as 
we forgive, even when it seems impossible. We pray all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

 
Salvation Prayer: (for new believers asking forgiveness from God) 

Lord Jesus, for too long I’ve kept you out of my life. I know that I am a sinner and that I cannot 
save myself. No longer will I close the door when I hear you knocking. By faith I gratefully receive 
your gift of salvation. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to earth. I believe you are the Son of God 
who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead on the third day. Thank you for bearing 
my sins and giving me the gift of eternal life. I believe your words are true. Come into my life, Lord 
Jesus. I am ready to trust you as my Lord and Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 


