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Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
What is the most adventurous thing you have done outdoors? 
 
Pray: 
 
Dear Lord, You tell us that we will find You when we seek You with our whole heart. Help us to do 
that now. As we walk humbly with You we learn more and more what our relationship should look 
like. Help us to choose wisely how we live our lives for You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Get Started:  
 

“Reconciliation always deals with the history between two parties or people, a history that at some 

point was positive, mutually beneficial, engaging, and friendly. On top of that, reconciliation must 
go both ways. Remember, its goal is to restore friendly relations between the people involved, 
which can’t happen if both sides aren’t actively trying to work towards it.” - Pastor Elijah Schiarell 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 
 

• You are a new creation in Christ. Discuss how you are a new creation in Christ even when 
you sin. How does struggling with sin or past guilt not affect your status of being a new 
creation in Christ?  
 

• This is a great summary of what happened on the cross. Christ became sin so that those 
who believe would become the righteousness of God. Do you think of yourself as being 
the righteousness of God? Why or why not?  

 
Watch and Discuss Video:  
No video for this message. 
 
Reflect and Commit: 
 
This is the path we’re all on. The one you’re on. Some of us are walking on it - we’ve accepted 
the invitation. But some of you are still standing here. For some reason, you wait at the beginning, 
afraid of what might happen if you take the first step. Maybe you’ve assumed that there really is 
no way down the path for you. You’ve either been convinced by others or convinced yourself that 
there’s no way God would take you. You see yourself as way too far gone to be right with God. 
You think that your sins are too great, too numerous to be overcome and that if you begin to walk 
it, you’re going to come face to face with junk from your past that you’d rather not deal with. Or 
maybe you’ve heard us say before that when we follow God’s will for our lives, He might ask us to 
go somewhere or do something we don’t want to do, and so you resist. You’re comfortable at the 
beginning of the path because it’s all you’ve ever known, and yet if you’re honest...you know 
something is missing. As comfortable as your life might be here, you sense there’s more out 
there. You don’t know what it is, but something deep inside you calls to you. - Pastor Elijah 
Schiarelli 



 

 
Read Romans 5:10 and Romans 10:10. 
 

• What is the role of faith in reconciliation with God? 

 
God desires reconciliation with you and He’s done everything He can to have it. But remember: 
reconciliation always requires both parties. God won’t make you accept the invitation and I 
certainly can’t. That’s a choice you have to make for yourself. The best I can do is to do exactly 
what Paul did, “We implore you on Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20b 
NIV). Accept His invitation. Commit to walking with Him. Tell Him you’ll go wherever He calls you - 
then do it when He follows through. Spend your time learning about Him from the Bible and from 
others who are already walking the path. Use the powerful tool of prayer and connect with God 
routinely. Let Him speak into your life. Study the example Jesus set for us while He was among us 
and emulate it to the best of your ability. - Pastor Elijah Schiarelli 
 
Read Colossians 1:15-23. 
 

• Take time to meditate on this powerful, compelling description of Christ. Which phrase 
within these verses would you think on the most? 
 

• List at least two changes you desire to take place in your life based on these verses. 
 

• Would you be comfortable talking about the importance of reconciliation with God to a 
non-Christian friend? Why or why not? 

 
Pray:  
 
Dear Lord Jesus, we are in awe of the lengths You have gone to, to reconcile us to You. We tend 
to take for granted the sacrifice You’ve made for us.  Help us to consider how amazing it is that 
we can have a relationship with You. You are with us, we are forgiven, we are reconciled with 
You, all of which makes us stable and leads us to understand the true message of Christmas. 
Internalizing these truths will help us to live the fullest lives possible through Your son.  It’s in His 
name that we pray. Amen. 
 


