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Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

Share a funny Christmas memory or special tradition.   
 
Pray: 
 
Dear Lord, we acknowledge that You have given us a deep desire to know You through 
Jesus.  As the holiday season continues to ramp up, we ask that You help us to focus our time 
on You and make it our number one priority. We truly need to pause and reflect to consider 
what You have done for us so we can understand the deeper meaning of Christmas. Help us to 
do that well. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

Get Started:  
 
Read Hebrews 1:3 and 1 John 4:9-10. 

“Jesus didn’t just come because he wanted to be God with us. The Incarnation was real, but it 
wasn’t simply God paying a friendly visit. No, Christmas is God on Mission - and one critical, 
stable part of that mission was forgiveness. Of our sin.   
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9, NIV)  -Pastor Brian Hughes 

• What is your initial reaction to the concept of forgiveness? How do you react?  Is there a 
difference when it’s self-forgiveness vs. forgiveness of others? Do you perhaps feel any 
hostility towards the idea of forgiveness as a necessity? 

Read Hebrews 12:15, James 5:15-16 and Mark 11:25. 

• What can you learn about the concept of forgiveness through these passages? 
 

• Was there ever a time where your walk with God felt hindered by unforgiveness of 
others or yourself? What did it feel like? What steps did you take to work through this 
and what was the outcome?  

Watch and Discuss Video:  

No video for this message. 

Reflect and Commit: 

“Jesus created a scenario where, while sin - that is doing things that aren’t of God - is still part of 
my human nature, God only sees the perfection of Jesus when he looks at me.  I bear more 
than the name of Jesus, I also get his spotless record.  Because the sacrifice has been made 
once and for all, a sacrifice that began at Christmas.  All of this motivated by God’s incredible, 
overwhelming love for you and me, captured in one of the most famous verses in the Bible: 
 



 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17, NIV) -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.  
 

• What does this verse tell us about how God sees us? Does this surprise you in any 
way? Does how you view yourself line up with how God sees you?  

 
• What’s one practical way you can remind yourself this week to view yourself the way 

God sees you?  

 
“Today you have a choice.  Receiving forgiveness was costly for Jesus, but it’s simple for you 
and me.  The price Jesus paid wasn’t just his life on earth, but it began with leaving heaven in 
the first place.  He lived a perfectly sinless life so that the price for my sin would be paid through 
his death.  And then the ball is placed back in my court, so to speak, and yours.  Because a gift 
doesn’t belong to you until you receive it and you don’t enjoy the blessing of the gift until you 
unwrap it and make it yours.  The forgiveness God offers is your gift for the taking this 
Christmas.”   -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read 2 Peter 3:9. 
 

• When did you receive the gift of forgiveness that Jesus gave us? What do you 
remember feeling during that time? How did it change the way you lived your life? Has 
your changed life affected anyone else’s life? What do you think this verse means when 
it says He wishes that none should perish?  

 
• Who is one person that comes to mind when you think of someone that you have shared 

or would like to share the good news of the gift of salvation with? Pray for this person 
throughout the week and ask God for an opportunity to do so.  

Pray:  

Dear Lord, we love because You first loved us. Focusing on that truth helps us to love ourselves 
and others better. We acknowledge that we must first love and forgive ourselves before any 
real-life change can occur. Help us to then extend that forgiveness toward others in the hope 
that they receive that freedom too... a priceless, indescribable gift. We pray all this in Your Son’s 
name, Jesus. Amen. 

 


