
 

 
STUDY GUIDE        August 29, 2021 
 
Message Series:   Words to Live By 
Message Title:     Nothing Can Separate 

Teaching Pastor:  Bryan Pope 
 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

 
What’s the craziest thing you ever did in the name of love? 

 
Pray: 

 
Dear Lord, during a time when the burdens of life pull us away or cause us to lose hope we know that 
You will pick us up out of the pit and set our feet on the rock giving us a firm place to stand. All the 
while reminding us that You were always there and will always be. Help us to be open to what You 
want us to learn today.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
Get Started:  

 
• On a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being the highest), how much do you think God loves you?  Why 

did you answer the way that you did? 

 
Paul says look, the love of God is not distant, if you believe in Jesus then you know that the Holy 
Spirit he sent to you is right... there... where you are! You don’t have to look for it up there. But even 
believers often feel like God is distant, like He is there and we are here. Or we don;t feel his presence 
as strongly as we did before so we imagine that some space has grown between us. It is in those 
moments we must remember these words, neither height nor depth can separate us from the love of 
God. - Pastor Bryan Pope 
 
Read John 10:28. 
 

• What about the "Christians" who say, “Since we can't be snatched away, let's do whatever we 
want?" 

 
Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 11:33 minutes) 
 
The early Church only had pieces of scripture, not the entire Bible at their fingertips like we do, which 
we sometimes take for granted. When they received a letter from Paul, it was hugely exciting, they 
were often in hiding due to extreme persecution. A pastor once said if you chase me out of every 
book in the Bible, but you only left me with the book of Romans, and then you chase out of that all the 
way to chapter 8, it would be enough. It tells the story of the gospel in this letter from Paul.  
 
Read Romans 8. 

 
• If you can imagine being an early follower receiving this letter in hiding and not having the 

Bible at your fingertips, what would you feel receiving a letter like this? What would impact you 
the most? What would you tell others as you were spreading the gospel to others?  

 
• Why do we often feel condemnation, not freedom, in our lives? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
“There is nothing magical about taking communion at church. Jesus was in a borrowed room at the 
table eating dinner with his disciples, not in the temple. I know that was by design, because Jesus 
would say as often as you do this, remember me. And you don’t need me or another pastor to do it, or 
special bread, or wine. The food and drink were symbolic, Jesus’ unstoppable love and sacrifice are 
what is important to remember. So when you take communion this time remember that nothing 
nothing nothing can separate you from the love of God.” - Pastor Bryan Pope 
 

• What has been your experience with the act of communion? 

 
Read Matthew 26:26-30.  
 

• Take communion if possible.  

 

Reflect and Commit: 
 

• What are some examples of the height of God's love? Depth? Length? Width?  Read the 
following for ideas. 

 
Read Psalm 103:11-12. 

Read Micah 7:19. 

Read Jeremiah 31:3. 

Read Ephesians 3:14-21. 

 

• What is an area of your life that you are dealing with right now where you could use “spiritual 
strengthening”? 
 

• Think of the home in which you live.  What would it look like for someone to be “at home” in 
your house, instead of just a “visitor” or “guest?”  What do you think Paul means when he talks 
about Jesus being “at home” in our hearts? 

Pray:  

Dear Lord, may we have the power to understand, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep 
Your love is for us. May we experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. 
Help us not to just understand, but be convinced, that there is nothing that will separate us from Your 
love. Thank You for the sacrifice You made for us so that we can experience freedom in You and be 
able to share it with the world. We pray in our Savior’s name Jesus. Amen. 


