
 

 
STUDY GUIDE        August 15, 2021 
 
Message Series:   Words to Live By 
Message Title:     Love One Another Right Now 

Teaching Pastor:  Brian Hughes 
 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
 
Best/worst - Ask each person to share their best and worst moments from the previous week.   
 
Pray: 
 
Dear Lord, many of us are facing challenges or struggles right now in this ever-changing world. Help 
us to cast our cares on you so that we can focus fully on Your Word. Allow us to know and trust in 
You more. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
Get Started:  
 
Read Galatians 5. 
 

• According to Galatians 5:16-17, what is going on inside every Christian?  

 
"Your life increasingly becomes this- love joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 
faithfulness and self control- or it becomes this- sexual pleasure based on lust not love, jealousy, 
anger, divisive and bitter talking about others, selfishness, envy, hatred, drunkenness and so on.  
 
Paul talks about this as a package- a collective basket that is an expression of your life- And he refers 
to this as fruit, not fruits. Why? Because, when it comes to a bowl of mixed fruit. It’s NO good if it ain’t 
ALL good." - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 12:35 minutes) 

Once upon a time there was a version of our faith that was practically . . . irresistible. But that was 
then. Today we preach, teach, write, and communicate as if nothing has changed.  As if "The Bible 
says it," still settles it. It’s time to hit pause on much of what we’re doing and consider the faith 
modeled by our first-century brothers and sisters who had no official Bible, no status, and humanly 
speaking, little chance of survival. What did they know that we don’t? What made their faith so 
compelling, so defensible, so irresistible?   -Pastor Andy Stanley 
 
Read Matthew 5:17-20 & John 13:34. 
 

• Is understanding the “New Covenant” in this light, a new concept for you? Has it changed the 
way you read and understand the bible?  
 

• How can this help us to be irresistible again? How do these concepts tie into the fruit of the 
Spirit? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Read Hebrews 8. 

 
• Why does he drive home the point that the old covenant is now obsolete (v.13)? 

 
• How has this passage increased your appreciation for Jesus and what he accomplished for 

us?  

 

Reflect and Commit: 
 
Reread Galatians 5:19-24. 
 

• Which works of the flesh do you struggle with? 
 

• How can you see the fruit of the Spirit growing in your life? 
 

• Why is it important to live by the Spirit?  
 
 

"When my personal right comes into conflict with loving others, loving others must win.  When my 
personal freedom clashes with faith expressing itself through love, love must win. When my individual 
choice collides with loving my neighbor as myself, love must win. Now I don’t know what that means 
for your final decision about any of these incredibly sensitive issues that we’re all facing, but I know 
this: The only thing that really counts is faith expressing itself through love. Jesus laid down his life so 
that you and I had the freedom to follow the Spirit and not the flesh. And when we do this. When we 
give into the voice of God - the spirit of God - who is enticing us to a better life, a freer life and more 
fulfilling life - we will choose to love others. Not as a pithy statement but as an action. One that leads 
to...fruit." - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read John 15:5. 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, we want to see you more clearly, love you more dearly, and walk with You more nearly. 
We know we are called to love You and to love others. Help us do that not just with words and 
knowledge, but in action and truth. Develop Your fruit in us, Holy Spirit, so that it may be evident for 
all to see. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 


