
 
 

STUDY GUIDE        July 25, 2021 
 
Message Series:   Words to Live By 
Message Title:     Can These Bones Live? 
Teaching Pastor:  Bryan Pope 

 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
What are some “words to live by” phrases you grew up hearing from your parents or grandparents 
that you use today? 

 

Pray: 
Dear Lord, thank you for who You are and for giving us the opportunity to meet and grow. We come 
before you ready to hear Your message of hope. Some seasons of life can be so tough to endure.  In 
the valley we tend to lean on our own understanding and become weary.  Strengthen us and deepen 
our obedience, trust and faith in You and help us to believe like we’ve never believed before. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Get Started:  
 
“It's hard to see promise in the middle of the valley, isn’t it? And as Christians, we like to come up with 
our own words to live by, like, “my setback is my setup”, or “everything happens for a reason” or “what 
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger” but those words don't get to the heart of the hurt and pain. And 
while it is easy to see God’s promise and power in the mountain top moments, the wedding day, 
graduation, when the baby is born, when someone is baptized, when someone realizes the love Jesus 
has for them and commits their life to him: It becomes that much more important to realize God is 
still God in the valley.” - Pastor Bryan Pope 

 
Read Ezekiel 37:1-14. 
 

• In v. 5-6, God is telling Ezekiel to preach to these heaps of old human bones, which seems to 
be a ridiculous task. Has God ever asked you to do something ridiculous or impossible? 
Describe. 
 

• From v. 6, what is God’s stated reason that He will restore those in exile? Why is this 
important? 
 

• Ezekiel obeys in the vision and preaches to the dry bones. The dry bones come together in 
two stages – first the flesh and then after Ezekiel obeys and preaches the 2nd part of God’s 
message, the breath comes. What is the significance of breaking this reanimation of life into 
two stages?  
 
 

“It’s hard to see the miracle from the middle of the valley. There among the bones, living in exile, 
Ezekiel’s homeland was conquered, he must have had, he had to have had moments of doubt and 
hopelessness. And what God wants to know from Ezekiel, what he really wants to know is, does 
Ezekiel trust Him? Does Ezekiel believe in the promise and the possibilities of God’s power and love 
for him? And God wants to know the same things from us even in the midst of our struggle.” - Pastor 
Bryan Pope 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Watch and Discuss Video:  (running time minutes) 
 
Read John 3:3. 
 

• What is the connection between the story of dry bones and Jesus’s words here? 

 

Read James 1:2-4 & 5:16. 
 

• Time to get real. Consider sharing valley experiences, present and/or past.  
OR What types of tasks or challenges are currently most daunting or impossible to you? 
Explain. 

 
“‘Declare’ means to take possession of something. In this case to acknowledge and declare that 
despite anything we are facing we can take hold of God’s power over our lives. Say it, outloud. Speak 
to your situation. Never underestimate the power of our voice, mankind is the only of all of God’s 
creation to have language and to communicate the way we do. God commanded Ezekiel to use his 
voice, he didn’t say think about it. God said prophesy, tell your situation that it is going to change in 
the future. That God’s power is bigger than it is. Agree with God that it can, trust that whatever the 
outcome He is with you. Because when you declare that God can change it you will start to change, 
things will start to move.” - Pastor Bryan Pope  

 

Reflect and Commit: 
 
Read Isaiah 60:1-5. (or the whole chapter if time allows)   
 

• When darkness was to cover the earth, what did God want His people to do? What 
connections can you make here with the lesson in Ezekiel? 

 
Read John 20:22. 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, thank you that through Your Word You have taught us that You never leave us, that You 
are in the valley of our lives too. You desire for us to not just be an observer but to be a participant in 
Your work and for us to declare Your resurrection power within us. Breathe Your Holy Spirit again and 
revive our dry bones so that we may truly live. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 


