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Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

 
Share a favorite memory or tradition of Easter from your childhood.  
 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, settle our hearts and minds so that we can hear Your important words clearly. Help us, Holy 
Spirit, to navigate Scripture with deeper understanding and insight into who You are and who we are 
called to be by You. Let us choose You in every moment and every situation. In Jesus' name we 
pray.  Amen.  

 
Get Started:  

 
• When you were a child, what was your understanding of Easter or the Cross? When (if at all) did 

your understanding change?  

 
“When you know there’s little time left, you say what’s most important.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 

• Share a time when last words had significance in your own life (from your own experience or from 
another person’s story).  

 
Watch and Discuss Video: (running time 10 min.) 
 
“Jesus wasn’t crucified alone, but in between two other men. The first guy mocks Jesus and turns away. 
But the other guy makes a decision. He decides to change course. Instead of looking at his 
circumstances from the vantage point of his cross and cursing the world and everyone in it, he uses his 
closing moment for the opportunity it is- that last chance he has to be saved. Not saved from his 
sentence or from his execution, but saved from death itself. The one who wouldn’t change course 
remained in rebellion and it was a catastrophic decision. This guy who changes course actually 
represents the choice that you and I have. You see, he decides to move out of rebellion, reach out to 
Jesus and come to repentance. He seized the moment to turn his life towards God, not away. His choice 
led to life. Why? Because in between rebellion and repentance is…Redemption. And this is where Jesus 
is. Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43, NIV).”  
-Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Luke 23:32-43. 
 

• Why do you think one of the criminals on the cross insulted and mocked Jesus? What human trait 
prompted him to do this? (Luke 23:39) Why does the other criminal rebuke him for his insults? 
(Luke 23:40-41) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

• What did the thief have to believe about Jesus to cause him to say, "Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom" (Luke 23:42)? What are the elements of his faith? Did the thief 
confess his sins and/or was he repentant? 

 
• How do you think the thief's request makes Jesus feel? What are we disciples supposed to learn 

from this strange exchange on the crosses, in other words, what does Jesus intend us to get out 
of this? 

 
Reflect and Commit: 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. 
 

• Contrast what God views as wisdom and strength to what the world views as such. Explain how 
this relates to belief in what happened on the cross.  

 
Read Revelation 2:7. 
 
“Paradise is not for a lucky few. It’s for a deliberate few. Those who consciously decide, as we admit our 
rebellion and accept His forgiveness and pledge the rest of our lives to him - whether that’s a little or a 
lot…Redemption means a promise for something greater than death can contain. And His words point to 
a more powerful symbol than a terminal cross. His words are a hint of things to come, a statement of fact, 
a final promise - directly from Jesus’ platform of redemption to those who stand in repentance: Paradise 
awaits you. If you will change course, then you can be redeemed. Saved. Rescued. Delivered. And what 
makes that possible? It’s a symbol that is the climax of the Cross, a symbol that is better than a cross: An 
empty tomb. His promise of paradise isn’t empty, because his grave is.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, we are in awe of Your power and grace and Your forgiveness, which came at such a high 
price, it is almost beyond comprehension.  Help us to live into that grace and extend it to others.  You 
have prepared a place for us in Heaven for all those who confess that Jesus is Lord and believe in our 
hearts that You raised Him from the dead. As we move from rebellion, to repentance, to redemption, we 
anticipate the experience of Your paradise. It’s in Jesus' name we pray. Amen.  
 

 


