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Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
Take a couple of minutes to plot out 6 milestone events in your life like a timeline and share with 
your group. These are our most profound moments...most significant experiences...our greatest 
hits! We can often see the hand of God at work most clearly when we identify them. 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, thank you for the opportunity to grow closer to You and to each other. Help us to clearly 
understand Your lessons. Sometimes it’s easy for us to dismiss or overlook messages that are most 
familiar. Help us to dig in and search for deeper meaning and internalize your teachings with a fresh 
perspective. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Get Started:  

 
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you. (Matthew 7:12, NIV) 
 
"You’ve heard this before, right?  A million times, in fact. Is there ANYONE anywhere who’s never heard 
this phrase!?  It’s so iconic as to become cliche. So plastered on so many things in so many places, we 
may not even remember that Jesus is the one who said it. Worse, this phrase has permeated our culture 
until -and this is really not good - until we don’t even think about it. The truth of it, I mean. Oh, we nod our 
heads at it. We’d all raise our hands or applaud to affirm our belief in it. But let me ask you, when was the 
last time you were in a situation - ANY situation - and thought, “hmmmm….let’s see...let me pause here 
and think about Jesus’ words. I know how I WANT To respond right now...but how would I want to be 
TREATED if I were in the other position, on the opposite side.” And, if you made it that far, how many of 
us have recently actually denied our initial intended response and altered our behavior because of the 
infiltration of Jesus’ 13 words into our heart?” - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Galatians 5:13-18. 

 
• What does the freedom that Paul talks about have to do with living out the command to love your 

neighbor as yourself? 

 
Read Romans 13:8-10. 

 
• Describe this “new law” under which believers are able to operate?  

 
 
Watch and Discuss Video: (approx.14 minutes) 
 
"We don't really need more knowledge; we need more application." -Pastor Brian Hughes  
 
“A disciple is a person who has decided that the most important thing in their life is to learn how to do 
what Jesus said to do. A disciple is NOT a person who has things under control or knows a lot of things. 
Disciples are simply people who are constantly revising their affairs to carry through on their decision to 
follow Jesus.” -Dallas Willard  



 
 

 
• How do Pastor Brian and Dallas Willard’s quotes affect your viewpoint on your discipleship and 

what does it have to do with treating others the way you would want to be treated? 
 

• Pastor Brian shared several examples of treating others the way you want to be treated, for 
instance, in reactions to speaking the truth in love, listening attentively to others, respecting your 
parents and your adult children, being careful not to give unsolicited advice, speaking peoples’ 
love languages. Does one of them especially stand out to you? What are some other examples 
that really matter to you? 

 
Reflect and Commit:  

 
"In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you. Everything is an absolute word. Like 
always and never. Everything makes no exception. There are no loopholes. Clever arguments won’t 
grant you a pass. Everything. "Do to others what you would have them do to you" includes all human 
beings. Everyone. Not just those in my circle, my bff’s, my tribe, and not just those who share my political 
view or my faith. Everyone…  All of us are surrounded by people longing for you and me, as followers of 
Jesus, to practice what Jesus said was his most important teaching: to treat others the way we want to be 
treated - not sometimes or for just some people, but in EVERYTHING. To love them like we love 
ourselves in EVERY Situation. This may sound like a mountain you can’t climb, so begin like this: 
Specific person. Inspired action. Intentional love." - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Mark 12:29-34 & 1 Timothy 1:5. 

 
• What is a recent example from your life in which you chose a specific person and showed 

intentional love?   
 

• What is one step you will take this week to live more fully into this teaching? 
 

Pray: 
Dear Lord, thank you for being the greatest example of loving kindness to us. Help us to slow down and 
have increased awareness of how our actions positively and negatively impact those around us. Please 
give us a pure heart and a genuine faith so that we can love others in every situation. In doing so they will 
see who You are more clearly and want to follow You too.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 


