
 
     STUDY GUIDE – January 17, 2021 

  Message Series:  Reconstruct 
   Message Title:  With People  
  Teaching Pastor:   Brian Hughes 
 

 
 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
 
If you could write a book, what would it be about? 
 
Pray:  
 
Dear Lord, thank you for the ability to know You more. Thank you for the breath in our lungs as we go 
forward in this brand-new year. Open our eyes to see Your Word with fresh understanding so that we 
may live out Your truth with passion. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Get Started:  
 
“When Luke tells us that They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, he’s telling 
us that they were devoted to each other like they were family. This one sentence essentially explains why 
the early church- though it was small, inexperienced, under resourced, politically ostracized, and the 
persecuted religious minority- was still able to persevere to become the most powerful faith movement in 
the history of humanity. They devoted themselves to koinonia. They were family.” - Pastor Brian Hughes 

 
Read Acts 2:42-47.  

• Is koinonia a new concept to you?  If not, share your earliest experience of this form of fellowship. 
 

Watch and Discuss Video: 

 
“If you REALLY want to know God. If you want your faith to have staying power. If you want to grow and 
have a faith that begins to intersect with every aspect of your life. If you want a faith that engages hard 
questions and solves real problems and answers real questions, if you REALLY want to experience all 
that God wants you to have out there, the other 167 hours a week… If you REALLY want to have life to 
the fullest, then you have to invest in Koinonia.” - Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Hebrews 10:23-25. 

 
• Establishing Koinonia involves being able to speak the truth in love (“last 10%” as described in the 

video).  Talk about an experience where doing this went well and when it did not go so well. 
 

• People are messy. Spend any amount of time with people and sooner or later there will be some 
level of conflict.  How can you continue to prioritize Koinonia regardless of the challenges that 
arise? 
 

• What is one way to help each other to be accountable to following God? 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Reflect and Commit:  
  
“‘They’ is the collection of believers - followers of Jesus.  And none of the ‘they’ functioned alone.  They 
devoted themselves to sound teaching and koinonia. Look - your faith was not meant to be discovered or 
developed in isolation.  You can’t have a faith that has staying power by yourself.  It’s just too hard.  If 
you try to do this Jesus-following thing alone, you will either end up a half-hearted believer, a former 
believer, or a believer with faulty beliefs.”- Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Romans 15:7. 

 
• When considering both this scripture and the quote, what action should you be compelled to 

take?  

Pray: 
Dear Lord, help us to have faith that has staying power despite any circumstances we may face. Thank 
you for the deeper understanding of Koinonia, and give us boldness and endurance to live this out like 
Your early followers did. Enable us to manage our time in a way that we put You first, to really experience 
the life You have for us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 


