
 
            STUDY GUIDE – November 29, 2020  

 
  Message Title:  Worth the Wait 

Teaching Pastor:   Vernon Gordon 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
  
What is something that you learned the “hard” way? 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, please help us to focus completely on You during this time. Life is challenging but we believe 
you are preparing the path ahead and helping us to change our lives as we put your truths into practice. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
 
Get Started:   
 
Pastor Vernon taught that while we wait for God to move on His promise, we can focus on three things as 
learned by the Israelites through Exodus.  

 
God's Promise -  Exodus 13:19. 

o “Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the Israelites swear an 
oath.  God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from 
this place.” 
 

• Describe a time when God came to your aid. 
 

God's Presence - Exodus 13:21-22. 

o "By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in 
a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of 
cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 

 
• What mechanisms do you put in place to make sure you are putting God in front of your life? 

 
God's Provision  - Exodus 14:21. 

o "21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea 
back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided..." 

• What percentage of the time do you think you count on God's provision to meet your needs in 
areas of your life? What areas do you feel like you count on something other than Him?  
 

Watch and Discuss video:  (approx.12 minutes) 
 
When answering the question of how do you know what the promise of God is, Pastor Vernon suggested 
the following framework: 

1. Scripture (starting point) 
2. Patience 

3. Good counsel 
 



 
 

• Has there been a time when trying to understand the promise of God in your life that you utilized 
the above? How did it play out? 
 

"The space between expectation and reality is the measure of our disappointment… even our 
disappointments are part of our spiritual journey." -Pastor Vernon Gordon 
He suggested to remember the following in these seasons: 
 

1. God is a good Father. 

2. In the midst of things happening, don't lose the language of lament.  

 
• How has lament helped you to grow as a Christ-follower?  

  
In answering the question of how do we put God in front of us, and not just asking Him to follow what I 
want, Pastor Vernon suggested the following: 
 

1. Pray regularly and proactively. 
2. Allow God to truly guide and test our lives. 
3. God uses community to help keep us healthy. 

 

• What area(s) are you most open to God above?  

 
Read Psalm 139:23-24. 

• What is one step you can take to better live out this scripture? 

  

Reflect and Commit: 
“Everything is built on my convenience. Everything is built on moving at the speed of my interest. 
Everything is built to move at a pace that gets me there as quickly as possible....the truth of the matter is 
what happens when we take the theology of our culture and impose it on the theology of our God? What 
happens we are waiting for God to move faster but God is waiting on you to trust Him more. Whatever 
God is doing in your life it’s worth the wait." -Pastor Vernon Gordon 

 
Read Psalm 27:13-14. 

• What do you sense God is doing in your own life that is worth the wait?  
 

Pray: 
Dear Lord, may we keep you in front of every area of our lives so we honor the full truth of who You are. 
Help us to trust You more, and to sense You even in the waiting. Let us not be moved by what we see or 
feel, but by Your promises in Your Word. In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.  


