
 

      STUDY GUIDE – October 4, 2020  

Message Title:  Wait, What?  
   Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? 
     Teaching Pastor:   Brian Hughes 

 
 

Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
 

Share an embarrassing childhood and/or adult moment/experience. 
 

Pray: 

Dear Lord, thank you for Your presence among us. We acknowledge that we live in a broken 
world and that You even made us aware that we would experience trouble. Help us to remember 
that Your thoughts are not our thoughts and Your ways are higher than our ways and that we 
can always trust in Your goodness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Get Started: 
 

• Are you comfortable asking God why in your own life? Explain briefly. 
 

“Jesus asked the ‘Why’ question that many say should never be asked.  Why God?  Why did 
you leave me...abandon me...forsake me. He asked it because it was the way he felt. Jesus 
wasn’t just God, he was also human, like you and me. He could breathe, bleed, and die. He 
could also hurt. In his humanity, He had to relate to His father God just like we do.  Sometimes 
we feel Him close by...and sometimes we don’t. And this is really important, because if Jesus 
could ask why, we can too. Why is not an expression of heresy or some kind of verbalized 
sin.  It’s an expression of honesty.  In our humanity, we sometimes feel like God has taken off, 
left the scene, jumped ship.  “Where was God when I needed him most?”  If you’ve ever felt that 
way, then you can relate, because that’s exactly how Jesus felt.” ~Pastor Brian Hughes 
 

• Will you make any changes in this area following Jesus’ example here? 
  

 
Watch and Discuss video:   
Pastor Brian acknowledged that Sunday could have been really hard for many because of 
asking the question, If God is so Good, why is the world so bad and life so hard? It can force us 
to revisit some of the pain, tragedy, or trauma we have faced. Read about Paul recounting some 
of the painful circumstances he experienced.  
 
Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-30. 
 

• What is your reaction to reading these verses by Paul?  
 

• What do you think Paul meant by saying he would boast in his weaknesses?  
 

• Is there anything that you will take from this passage to apply in your own life?  



 
 

Reflect and Commit:   
Pastor Brian spoke about Romans 8:28 in his message Sunday.  
  

We are confident that God is able to orchestrate everything to work toward something good and 
beautiful when we love Him and accept His invitation to live according to His plan. (Romans 
8:28, The Voice) 
 
"This life philosophy - the mantra that God is good all the time, always working to make 
something good happen, even if my circumstances are not - is something I've built my life on. 
When I’ve gone through my worst moments, my deepest valleys and my most powerful feelings 
that God didn’t care, wasn’t around, and had completely abandoned me, I could come back to 
what I KNOW, and base decisions on those things, instead of the emotions around constantly 
changing circumstances. God doesn’t cause bad things. And a bad thing is still bad, but...I am 
confident... And you can be confident of that too, so that in good times and bad, when life is 
great and when it’s not, you can know that God is always working for your good." -Pastor Brian 
Hughes 

  
• What verse (or verses) helps shape your viewpoint of life when circumstances are not 

great, or when you travel through a deep valley?  

Read 1 Corinthians 13:12. 

• If we know that God is in fact able to work all things together for our good, what does this 
verse additionally point out about our humanness in this broken world?  

Pray: 

Dear Lord, help us to grow in wisdom to the deepest recesses of who we are. We desire to be 

settled on our faith in You and Your plans for our lives.  Our constantly changing circumstances 
distract us. Help us to focus on what we know to be true, that You will never leave us or 
abandon us.  We are confident in good times and bad, when life is great and when it’s not, that 
You are always working for our good. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 


