
 

      STUDY GUIDE – October 25, 2020  

Message Title:  Wait, What?  
   Are Heaven and Hell Real? 

Teaching Pastor:   Brian Hughes 

 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 
 
What is one characteristic you received from your parents you want to keep and one you wish you could 
change? 

 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, we move through life so quickly, hardly taking enough time to consider the brevity of our lives 
and that our eternity hangs in the balance. We ask that you would help us quiet the noise and settle our 
minds so we can be fully engaged and open to hearing from You. Thank you for your Word to guide us. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 
Get Started:  

 
• What were your views of heaven and hell like until now? Share briefly.    

 
“Jesus’ notion of heaven was a paradox. On the one hand, heaven was still there. In John 14, Jesus says 
his father’s house is THERE and that he’s going THERE to prepare a place for us. We stay HERE until 
it’s ready and then He’ll return and take us so that where he is, we can also be, here and there. Still 
apart. But that’s not all Jesus said. Jesus’ very ministry was about bringing heaven from there and then to 
here and now.  Matthew 4:17 says that because of Jesus, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.’ 
Jesus said that when you’ve seen Him, you’ve seen God. When you know Him, you know God. God is no 
longer just there, he’s also here…  
 
The best news about heaven is that when you get it, you don't have to wait for it. Committing your life to 
Jesus isn’t an insurance policy for eternity that you cash in when you die. It’s THE key to the best 
possible life right now. It’s the bringing of a piece of heaven into your life today. It’s why followers of 
Jesus - while still having trouble - also have peace that is unexplainable, hope when all seems lost, love 
even when we’re treated with hate, joy when all the news seems bad. To me...heaven is more of a bonus 
than the prize. The real blessing of Jesus is, well, the presence of Jesus in my life in the here and now, 
not just the afterlife. And because of the presence of Jesus in my life, I trust God completely with this life 
and the life to come, whenever that happens and whatever the circumstances.” -Pastor Brian Hughes  
  
Read Psalm 73:23-26. 
  

• Has your view of heaven up until now included both this life here and the life to come, or is this a 
new way of looking at life on earth for you?  

  
Watch and Discuss video:   

 

• Have you ever broken the law and what was the penalty?  
 
 

 

 



 

 

According to Romans 3:23, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” The world is broken, and 
we broke it. There’s a chasm between me and God and I helped create it. Because the rules were 
broken, and God is a God of justice, there had to be some penalty paid to make things right, i.e. if you get 
a speeding ticket, you have to pay a fine (a repercussion). The eternal relationship was broken and the 
penalty was death, and the only way to restore that eternal life to us was that Jesus paid the penalty for 
us. God is a God of justice and a God of love, and Jesus was the penalty for our sins. Jesus’ obedience 
paid the price for our disobedience. All because of - and through - Jesus. Jesus is the bridge between 
heaven and earth.   
 

 
 

• What stands out to you the most from the bridge illustration?  

 
John 3:1-21. (deeper discussion if time) 
 

• Can you describe the moment or process of experiencing new birth into God’s spiritual family? 
Has it influenced how you have reached out to others with the Gospel message?  

 
Reflect and Commit:   
 
“Of all the ways I can paint the picture or imagine the environment or dream of the personal benefits, all 
of those things are, at least in part, speculation.  But there is one thing I can know for sure: Heaven is the 
perpetual presence of God.  Heaven is where I will dwell for all eternity in the never-ending presence of 
God……. If heaven is eternity with God, hell is eternity without him.  And I don’t know why anyone would 
want that.” 
-Pastor Brian Hughes 
  

• Can you imagine an eternity cut off from the presence of God? Will this understanding change 
anything about how you share your faith with others?  
  

Pray: 
Dear God, as we live our lives, help us to be good examples of Godly living.  It is humbling that people 
will then follow us as we imitate Christ. We acknowledge that the realities of heaven and hell are 
real.  Knowing that, we ask that you help us to consider the urgency and importance of our choices. 
Thank you that you are our Savior who has forgiven us and has offered us the promise of heaven here 
on earth and on into eternity.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


