
 

     STUDY GUIDE – November 1, 2020  

Message Series:  BOLD 
  Message Title:  Vision for THE Church 

Teaching Pastor:   Brian Hughes 

 

 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

 
Think of all the different sports – baseball, hockey, soccer, football, tennis, etc.. All of these entail pitting 
your skill against an opponent’s. In a similar way, many people also view conflict as a game of skill. It is a 
game to be won by the more skillful competitor. When you are involved in a conflict, which sport best 
describes your play? Why? 
 
Pray:  
Dear Lord, please clear our hearts and minds of the noise of this divisive week and season. We thank 
You that You want to give us unexplainable peace and joy, and hope when all seems lost.  It’s easy to 
feel like all seems lost. We are called though, to help show Your love to each other and to a hurting 
world.  First we must acknowledge that You want something for us and from us. Please give us wisdom 
and understanding. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
  
Get Started:  
 
"All of this was faith that began as consumerism. What can God do for me? It’s a good question. It’s the 
RIGHT question. But it’s not the only question. And it’s definitely not the last question. Because God does 
want to help you - he wants to give you a new and better life, make you a new and better person, give 
you the assurance of heaven, forgiveness for your past, unexplainable peace, uncanny joy, hope when 
all seems lost, and on and on I could go. God is able and wants to meet your need. But the relationship 
God wants for you is a covenant relationship. God wants something for you. God wants something from 
you. And what He wants should be incredibly exciting for us to give." -Pastor Brian Hughes 
  
Read Matthew 28:18-20. 
  

• What does it mean to take a step beyond consumerism in Jesus' command?  
 

Watch and Discuss video:   
 
"This is, by far, the most destructive season I’ve ever seen in the church - not just our church, but the 
body of people who claim to be followers of Jesus throughout America. Many of us are saying that we are 
Christian. But do you know what the word Christian means? It means ‘little Christ’. Like a little kid reflects 
the image of their parent. Many of us claim the title of a little Christ, but our actions are not bearing that 
out." -Pastor Brian Hughes 
  
The number one thing the devil wants to cause in church is division. When ugliness is happening in the 
church, we need to take a step back and ask how we are treating people, especially within the 
church.Christ came to make one body, and He is the model for what we are to look like in the church. 
Jesus calls us to live at peace with each other. Citizenship in America is secondary to citizenship in the 
kingdom of God. Lean into the truth you see about how this played out in the Bible. The key to how to 
handle conflict is there. Express with one voice the truth that the greatest gift is love. Behave in that love. 
-Pastor Brian Hughes 
  
 



 

Read John 17:9-23. 

 

• What stands out to you the most in Jesus' prayer? 

  
Read Ephesian 2:14-22. 

 

• Based on both how Jesus prayed for us to operate in the world and how the early church handled 
division in this passage, where is the modern church missing the mark? What needs to change? 

  
Reflect and Commit:   

 
"You and I make disciples not by telling people what we believe, but by showing it to them. Through the 
way we live. Through the way we treat people. Especially people who are different from us.  Especially 
people who don’t think like us. And MOST especially through how we treat people who treat us poorly. 
That’s how it’s supposed to be. It’s how Jesus did it. It’s how many of his earliest followers did it." -Pastor 
Brian Hughes 
 
Read Galatians 5:16-23. 
 

• What fruit do you most recognize in yourself? Which fruit do you have most trouble submitting to 
the will of the Holy Spirit?  

 
• What is the significance of ‘fruit’ being singular (rather than plural)? 

 
Pray: 
Dear Lord, we pray that you help us to stay focused on what matters most in life, what You have made us 
to do: to distribute the good news of Your love to EVERY person, no matter how they’ve lived, what 
they’ve done, how they think, or how they see the world. Help us to be a unified church willing to sacrifice 
our comfort and treat people with respect. We know that it’s always been your plan to help us and send 
us out to be bold in Your name. Amen.  

 


