
 

     STUDY GUIDE – September 20, 2020  

  Message Title:  Wait, What?  
        Why Does the Bible Matter? 
    Teaching Pastor:   Brian Hughes 

 
 
Warm-up/Icebreaker: 

Briefly answer. 

• What did you want to be when you grew up? 
• What was your favorite childhood treat? 
• What is your favorite childhood memory? 

Pray: 

Dear Lord, thank you for the ability to meet here in this space to grow closer to You and to each 
other.  Help us remember that You are always with us, even in our questioning. Open our hearts and 
minds to Your Word so that we have increased wisdom and understanding. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Get Started: 
 

• Share your own story of when you first began to read the Bible. Was it confusing? Was it 
overwhelming? 
 

• What are some questions you have struggled with regarding the Bible or God?  

  
“Over and over again, through not just hundreds of years, but millenia, God has used the Bible to speak. 
And He’s still speaking through it today… Through these pages, God speaks to the core of who I am. 
This is not a pious book, it is a real book about God’s being reliable to us, even when we are not reliable 
for him.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read Psalm 19:7-11.  

 
God wants to have an intimate relationship with us. 

• In what way does the Bible change us as we study it?  

 
• Share a personal experience of how God spoke to you through the Bible. 

 
Watch and Discuss video:  
“The Bible is reliable...in all matters of faith and the practice of faith.  But YOU have to read it.  You will 
encounter God in these pages like nowhere else.  The decision is yours. God will use this book to change 
your life if you will let him.” -Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
The video discussed how to approach reading the Bible with four components as follows: 
  

 

 

 



  
 

1. Purpose.  We don’t read the Bible to change God, but to allow God to change us.  We read it     to 

understand and apply its truth.  

2. Perspective (understanding what kind of text is being read) 

3. Plan (a deliberate reading plan and a time to do it) 

4. Prayer (before and during reading)  

5. Pen (record any observations and questions that you have) 

6. People (surround yourself with people that can help you process, i.e. Small Group) 

• When reading the Bible, do you incorporate these six categories? Briefly explain. 

Reflect and Commit:   
 
“The Bible is the most read book in human history, by far. It is also the most misunderstood. So we’re 
going to unpack what the Bible is, why it’s so important, and how we engage with it so that our lives are 
closer to the way God wants them to be. If ever we needed some order and fundamental principles for 
operating life, it’s now. And the Bible gives it to us, if only we would be brave enough, dedicated enough, 
disciplined enough to unlock its truth.” ~Pastor Brian Hughes 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 and Hebrews 4:12 

 
• What is Scripture for, according to these passages? Is this different than what you initially 

thought? 
 

• What’s one step you will put into practice this week to engage the Bible at a deeper level?  

Pray: 

Dear Lord, help us place the Bible as a priority in our lives in a way that shows it matters to us.  Let us be 
brave enough, dedicated enough, and disciplined enough to take in and live out Your truth, knowing that 
You are with us even in the questions or the mysteries. Enable us to engage with Your Word in a real 
way, so that our lives are evidence of Your truth and grace operating in the World. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen.  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


